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Cee®«uehil±ty of Soviet and TJB htatistlta 
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1. ’’Soviet statistic* are ncitow esrtlrely fhl»e bc** entirely 
. The UBfR collocte statistical tots not nevely f®®* propagate i 
tut to facilitate Its scocobIo mA to control to 

awesti** of its ecosaiic plum. While It to sosertto*® to the intent 
of Soviet ffcetory Moaters to fttotfy their etotietieal rmpaeta, It 
i».t© tte interest of the Soviet oantoel ««ti¥nritlee to ©T*ta i» 
aociaato statistic, flaerefore, falsification of reports at to*«r 

tovole is subject to severe par . absent - 

2. It le true that the UK« Is totoreated in sebliafctoe 
etatietieal report of ©ccjkssLc perform*®, to place itself to a 
ftmnUs light to the outside verM. Sloe* mamlzatUn of P^i‘ toi 
Soviet statistics, however, he® chow* that deliberate lalelftcatt a 


is toe ea c oepttou mtoer then toe rule. 

3. She toterpretsttom of Soviet statistics, however, to 
eoanos into those of other cow tries, depends on definitions of tt • 

QtamtiUee hetos seMtael. Sceettoea ttiai ere wpUdtoy tofir^; 

at other ttoes definitions dep^ upon cu*U*mn WW « ot ** r * ^ 
tens are not deftond wd toe *wf iaiticn «ust he derived from an « mslmt i r 
of the data fceise ■eaacred. J^sr theca reaeoae the statistics ©f 1.se iffTF to 
yg are not (Imp ccsfiexeible. Careful <KW*a»ie analysis therefor*; 

. t*for* cmsrtooa to ?wto of toe peri'wwtaee of the 
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9 CQUBM. es of the U39* tta* US, bteed os mfciacal statistics, 
that the data be examine* f>* ecssjparabillty. tore the data are 
not ccngsarable, It la etaafter* practice a mong st careful aml/ots 
to ident ify the differences fa aara* r of scasureiatot aad cos'/ort 

the data to & comparable basis. 

k. in the frllt»iag illustrations drawn fro* Soviet pro 
ductioa of smehiw tools, footwear, and voolea cloth, compare! U -ty 
depends .la large part upon t?« defiaitioB of the iteas being 
measured. If the UB product lea of anchlam tools he taken from t ue 
reports of the awfaer& of tht B&ttcanl Machine Tool Builders 
Association, the figure will exclude the product lew of m- 

t w >| are oatimted t3 prodie* about 15 to 25 per cent o? 

the output of the industry* CIA, therefore, :a»«B its estia&ts- 
of tIS product! on on a 15 pet cent increase over BfSM. fi©«o«. 0* 

the other hand the jaroductita ( shipments) reported by She CeBB * 
Bureau, include a large tt®si«r of «Mll tools such as jench-tyj 
grinders, excluded front the 5MBTA end USffi statistics. CIA 
eatlMStes that is 195? Cewssa Wtorom estimates included over 
3^,000 such beach grinders, average about $60 a unit, togette • 
with sane 10,000 otter unit ; act reported as machine tools is 
Soviet statistics. Use IR&l ccaspa*® Ita aachixn tool, producti m 
with 03 census figures, plat as the 888R la necosd piece. 

Comparison with WB#A f igureo pieces the USSR in first place • 

CIA, in collect ins a;sd taakiag available to US policy takers*. 
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PwAwctlca of Htulisa&fclag ituebiae T<solo 
(in italtfc) 



IB 


QSSS 

SKSUM* 


B. of C.** 


1950 

41,500 

128,380 (winiauw) 

70,597 

1951 

70,000 

- 

?1,16£ 

1952 

96,800 

- 

74,358 

1953 

91,500 


91,759 

195** 

58,500 

- 

3J02,36£ 

1953 

50,500 

- 

117,087 

1956 

63,900 

- 

121,300 

1957 

53,700 

94,400 {elnimm) 

moot* 

1953 

27 , 00 ©*** 

- 

138,000 

1952**#* 



lh%000 

X 965 **** 



1^0,000 * 200,0*53 


* SiatloMl MM&is* fool Bullion Smeei&Um. 

#* jmftntt of the Ceacue, ftoetfc for latoitgy »orio» M5*5^»07 
P« ft»i* Oi cm tti cid. eo ffcohe 

#** fMiMoaty report la October 195 5 

#**■* piajt 
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inf.arwa.tioc on tha two Indus tries, seeks to present cospsrsiuj data, 
rstber than t© sake a propaganda case for either country. 

5. During the period 1952 through 1958, WBTA reported 
production of **2,000 units. Estimating a 15 * additional out .ut 
for other producers gives the m sc output of 503,000 units, :0 s;~ 
p * r * d to 775/000 for the DS SH. In 195 s, Soviet induction f e „i 

0SloW tiie 02 02 a ur ‘ ife fot unit i'dais, in output, technology, and. 
capacity. In 1958 the U3S3 output of Machine tools technically 
equivalent to the US aadtils in current production e quall ed or 
even exceeded the entire S3 output. 

6. Admittedly these figures raeasure production and cot 
capacity. Capacity to manufacture fsaehlne tools is not report :-d 
by the official statistics of either the USSR or the US. Capacity 
is difficult to estimate aid would have little weaning unless t 
took into account the eoimrtioility of other capital squipraen; to 
aachine tool manufacture;. 

7 . As the attached Annex show*, comparability of statist cal 
reporting is also a rubles in the case of light laaaufacturing 
products such as footwear *nd wool textiles. Tim XJS3R deficit, on 

.of shoes includes not only all leather shoes but shoes whose topers 
aye wade of combination leather and textiles. It probably includes 
athletic shoes and sneakers, but U believed to exclude rubber awl 
felt footwear. The more United 03 definition incites leather , ,tLay, 
and athletic shoes, but excludes tennis shoes, sneakers, slippc * B , one 
rubber footwear*. The Soviet definition is broad enough to. incl a 
variety of leathers sad leather substitutes not generally accc-x able 
to US pur cl »aaers . Soviet production of 315 million pairs 
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ia 1951, fcOJ well tala* tka 529 aUllon pairs jastucad 

io the IE, Although; Soviet product; ion grew at 5 .8 per cant per 
yw firo* 1952 to 1£$8, more than twice the 1.9 per oast lucres®* 
of tte output -La the sa » it mist be noted that San tat 

product icn represents a quantity sttrich the State Is wniha^ fc 
•llocute to its population whereas the lower US growth rate r»; fleets 
the efforts of U 3 asaufact irers t > neat the desaisds of iheSS 
jKipuiation, whose needs in tfes part have been so adequately act -that 
little regressed daeausd ecu be said to exist la the PS. Mares .>■**, 
Soviet effort tc "catch up with the vtest” represents an effort to 

•> 

s»tch US pxidtaetion in quantity at the aspens* of probable fur itme 
sacrifices In quality and —ith no eigaifi leant iasirswaeat in t ie 
present unattractive style.: or llzslted choice of sndels. ifere 
mashers produced are therefore not & good ees®®ri*o» of the sfcxr 
prtsduetloa of the tv 3 eewrias. Skitter would sailing price .,£ 
the shoes produced,, since gar lee la artificially estahlisbed ia the 
SB®. To achieve a aeaoun of true ccnperaoillty it would he 
cac&asary to value the Gcv: at output in SB tanas, 

o, A aiatUar situatit n exists in the production of wool loth. 
The width of Soviet 'doth . s not officially raported out is be .levied 
t* avers®.* only 42 laches is c.sspextd with tha 05 practice of 
reporting wool cloth on a 1 4 lack alaiaun width ha® is,. Morecv r, 
Soviet practice defi.Ks as wool for statistical purposes, sate i#l 
with less than 52 psr cent wo.l cs a tout. It ir. behaved that . .ost 
wool cloth contaiaj less Han 100 per cent wool content and tit t the 
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t'&al substitutes used ©eusaEtiH j eoo&ist of ssatcricls s uc h m cc tton 
or rayon that lower the quality of ttje finished product . Is ccitrast 
since 1951# IK statistics delude >siy fabric containing at lee ,t 
51 jw ©eat or unr* of wool Is the © the addition cf vool~li ;e 
synthetic fibers tc iapwre the quality of the -final ^oiuct i : 

es&kis^ rapidly. BUnrertfet-lass , diatic differences 
liffarencaii i® Indoor banting practices and changes in as con 
eunar preferences *afce it ui dm^tstideble that this dteswai for v& 1 
textiles in the 8533 nay exceed that of the BS anti iasy \ml± resii, t 
in tha overtaking th® 13 in wool fabric peestostion. Again 
•a is the case of the production of footwear, sere »Mm, witi out 
reference to quaXi^y, arc- not an adequate aessunss of the respect ivs 
outputs of the two countries. 
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ANNEX 


Production of footwear 

• - j* 

(ttlUleoa. of pairs) 


•«f ,«5 

; ’■ ' '• ; 5 ; . 
.‘•sfiS ‘ 



lg£t 

mi 

1956 

i 22 

1958 

± 2 §1 

Rltf) 

258 

zih / 

290 \ 

. 

356 

515 

B«a« 

*T3 

517 

521 

f 529 . 

n.a. 

n.a. 


iJp , 

te ■ ■ ' ■■ ' ■ ■ ■ 

Ip.. t : V V;i . , ' 

1959-65 

USSR 


X 5,5 

& '■ ’ :M 

us 

H§ ' 

1.9 

■ w 

195.-57 

n.a. 


t • 

% * 
a : 


Soviet definition — USSR production comprises sboee^of all leather, 
combination leather uppers, and textile uppers; probably Includes athletic 
*>hoce anA^sneators" but excludes rubber and. felt footwear. 

U8 definition — US production coiqprlses leather including pley shoes 
and athletic shoes but excludes tennis shoes end sneakers; excludes 


slippers and rubber foot— eg. 

Compote : Co— orison of Soviet footwear statistics with 08 statistic* 
requires careful evaluation of the differences in d ef i n i ti o n as given 
above. Tbs USSR Intends to "catch up vlth the Vest" in footwear in 
numbers only; in order to reach this goal further eecarlfloee in quality 
are planned. 

Materials utilised in the Soviet industry, In addition to 
quality leather. Include pigskin, goat akin, and various non-leather 
substitutes. Artificial leather is to be used extensively in achievement 
of 1962 goal. Of total leather foot veer (produced by the Ministry) lx - 
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;$4»Ut &O0 ware cone true "ted with upper* of natural leather; the 
’>1 rp-KiAtn^Ler had upper* of textile and combination materials. Quality often 
MmM. warrant “ho* repair. Style* are unattractive, choice limited, 

ill 


and workmanship crude. 



Comparability of Soviet and U.8. Data op Wool Cloth 
Production of Wool Cloth 
(million* of linear meters) 


J22t 

£2 

± 2 £ | giaa 

1958 

■ ±2£ 

243 

251 

268 'fSaae 

'«:■ 41 $ .’if- 

303 ' 

500 

262 

293 

300 261 ’ 

n.a. 

n.a. 


23 n.a. 

Average Annual Rates of Orovth 

6.1 

Production declined 
Soviet definition — Wool cloth 1* reported in linear jesters in the USSR. 
The width is not officially given; however, a reliable economist studying 


liiiW 




'i - vj. . 

- , -t: 


7.6 

n«a. 


the USSR reports the average width to be 42 inches. 

■ - ,v,- •■•'»$&? A 

• ^ ' - tfc- , 

Ifo explicit information is available regarding quality of the 
various types of wool included In Soviet reported totals. Industry data 
for 1955 “how that very amall percentages (60 and less) of wool cloth 
for clo thing is 1000 wool. It is probable that cloth with only i 
percentages of wool are counted as wool cloth and that the bulk of output 
of wool cloth ha* high irate of blend. Observation of clothing available 
for purchase in USSR supports this estimate. 


High quality wool substitutes are not available for blending, 
therefore the blending materials available, cotton and rayon, lowers the 
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overall quality of the product. 

US definition — US statistics comprise fabrics containing or son 
of wool, isars 1990 sad. earlier Included all fabric containing or 
more wool. US wool doth la reported on the basis of 5^ Inch width 
(m ini mu m ). Therefore, a linear aster of wool cloth la. the US is at 

least 12 Inches Wltsr than 1 a the USSR* 

* . , , 

coasants: Because of differences in width la data r e p ort e d ead in the 
quality of wool fSbrlOs, Soviet and US data can no tW considered 
comparable. Xa at E itliwy c onsu m er pref er e n ce far the high quality wool 
substitutes (Orion* DUoron, etc.) has. resulted la reduced output of wool 

■l. * ' \ 

doth la tbeW. Since the UBSK has no ocsap ar shle wool substitutes the 
production of wool cloth probably will continue to. increase. Xa 195 * in 
the US, production of fhhrlee of wool-OLUoe synthetic fiber waa' about 
equal to production of vod cloth, which reflects increasing oonsu— i 
preference tor synthetics. Xn addition, Sorlet ccnperieona with us 
production .aleo overlook the fact that the XM invert* slnsable quanti ties 
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